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A MORAL DILEMMA
A friend writes:
" About two and a half years ago this city was convulsed by
a social tragedy. A Vaishya gentleman had a sixteen year olctf
daughter. She had a maternal uncle aged twenty-one years study"
ing in a college in the same city. The two fell secretly in love with*
each other. The girl is said to have become pregnant. When the
true state of affairs at last became known, the lovers committed
suicide by taking poison. The girl died immediately, but the boy
died a couple of days afterwards in the hospital. The incident
raised a storm of controversy and set all tongues wagging, so much
so that it became difficult for the bereaved parents of the hapless
girl to dwell in the city. In the course of time the storm blew over.
But the memory of the event still lingers in the people's minds
and is raked up every now and then whenever a similar topic
arises. At the time when the storm was at its height and nobody
had a kind word to say about the deceased unfortunate lovers, I
shocked everybody by expressing my opinion that under the afore-
mentioned circumstances the younng lovers ought to have been
allowed to have their way. But mine remained a voice in the
wilderness. What is your opinion in the matter ? "
I have deliberately kept back the name of the corres-
pondent and the place at the request of the writer as he
did not want old sores to be reopened by a revival of an
old controversy. All the same I feel that a public discussion
of this delicate topic is necessary. In my opinion such
marriages as the interdicted in a particular society cannot
be recognized all at once or at the will of an individual.
Nor has society or relatives of parties concerned any right
to impose their will upon, and forcibly curtail the liberty
of action of, the young people who may want to contract
such marriages. In the instance cited by the correspondent
both the parties had fully attained maturity. They could
well think for themselves. No one had a right forcibly to
prevent them from marrying each other if they wanted to.
Society could at the most refuse to recognize the marriage,
but it was the height of tyranny to drive them to suicide.
Marriage taboos are not universal and are largely based
on social usage. The usage varies from province to province
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